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ABSTRACT:
• This PowerPoint describes and illustrates 

the academic program offered by the 
Hebrew University in cooperation with the 
Home for Bible Translators. The program 
is designed to significantly reduce the 
artificiality of the cognitive environment of 
mother tongue  translators by teaching the 
source language in the original context. 
Vivid examples from the realia of the land 
illustrate the gains to be achieved.
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“Only when we put a passage back into its comprehensive and integrated historical, geographical, 
literary, cultural and visual context, will we have the best chance to understand what those words 
mean in the often breath-taking, three dimensional, timeless way the passage was meant to be 

understood” – Doug Greenwold

Text
Context

In



The vast difference in culture                  
of people from different countries              
is a main cause of different  
understandings of the scripture.        
There is no equivalence to seeing and 
experiencing the Land by yourself.



a study program designed to replace a translator’s   
artificial cognitive environment with the reality of the 
Biblical context. 

The Hebrew University in Jerusalem
Rothberg International School

English – 6 courses 

French – 4 courses

Spanish – Course planned for ’08 

Since 1994, a joint program 
with the Hebrew University has offered:



1. Post-high school studies.

2. Participation in a Bible translation project.

3.    Completion of first-year Biblical Hebrew.  



B-4.  Historical, Geography, Archeology and Cultural 
Backgrounds of the Text.

A-1.  Biblical Hebrew-Intermediate Level. 

A-2.  Syntax and Discourse Analysis of Biblical Hebrew 
by experienced consultants.

C-5. Translation Workshop and Seminar on Exegesis 
by experienced consultants. 

A-3.  Modern Hebrew- Speed in Vocabulary Acquisition   
and Ease of Retention*.

*No tuition paid for this course.

6-8 HBT students per class





The emphasis of the course is to strengthen the ability to 
read and understand the narrative text with relative ease.







The course concentrates on the structure 
of the paragraph and verse level of the Hebrew text





Based on recent research 
comparing frequency lists in the following two books:

BIBLICAL HEBREW:
G.M. Landes, ”Building your Biblical Hebrew Vocabulary.

- Learning Words by Frequency and Cognate”, 2001.
MODERN HEBREW:
I. Mehlman, H.B. Rosen, Y. Shaked, ”A Foundation Word List of Hebrew”, 1961

ALL of the most frequent Biblical Hebrew words 
(occuring over 500 times in the Bible)
are used in Modern Hebrew :

Verbs, such as - eat, sit, walk, run, plow, etc...
Nouns, such as - father, mother, house, water, lion, etc...
Prepositions, like - from, to, in, of, as, upon, below, before, etc...
And also relative pronouns, prefixes and pronominal suffixes



Pomegranate    רימון

Fig    תאנה

Grapes    ענ בים

Olives    זיתים





Mathew 3:1 ”In those days, John the Baptist came,
preaching in the desert of Judea”.



Mathew 3:1 ”In those days, John the Baptist came,
preaching in the desert of Judea”.



Psalm 23:2 “He makes me lie down in green pastures…”



Psalm 23:2 “He makes me lie down in (green) pastures…”



Joshua 10:12

”Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the 
Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet 
the Philistines”.



Psalm 23:4

”Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil”.



Gai Hinnom = “gehenna”
Ravine of Hinnom



I Kings 4:33 
And he (Solomon) spoke of trees, 
“from the cedar that is in 
Lebanon even to the hyssop
that grows on the wall” .



Psalm 128:1-4

”Blessed are all who fear the Lord,
who walk in His ways...

Your sons will be like olive shoots
around your table.

Thus is the man blessed
who fears the Lord”.



Ruth 4:1 ”Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate

and sat there”.



1 Kings 1:50

”And He, Adonijah, took hold of the horns of the altar”.



Exodus 27:20

”In the tent of 
meeting... Aaron 
and his sons shall 
tend from evening 
to morning”.

The tabernacle model near Eilat, in southern Israel



Genesis 15:9-10

”Bring me... a ram 3 years old... 

Exodus 24:8

”Behold the blood of the covenant that the 
Lord has made with you”.

cut them in half”.



Genesis 15:9-10

”He (Jacob) breathed his 
last, and was gathered 
to his people”.





A qualified consultant oversees the student’s translation directly 
from the Hebrew to his mother tongue. 

The student applies all the information and tools he has gained 
throughout the semester.



At the completion of the 
study program, the 
Hebrew University 

presents a

Certificate in the Translation of the Hebrew Bible

The credits are transferable worldwide





Nabak
Nangnda
Nangjere
Nawdm
Ngambai

Ngas
Nuni 

Nyaboa
Obolo
San

Sabaot
Sar

Sicité
Sisaala
Soninke
Taabua
Tamajeq

Tarok
Udmurt
Vasavi
Wobé
Yele
Y

Attie
Bamenda
Baoulé
Bariba
Basar
Berom

Chadian Arabic
Dagara
Djimini

Fon
Fulfulde

Kissi
Kpelee

Kru
Kurdish
Lama
Lobiri

Gokana
Igo

Kabiye
Kikongo
Mawchi
Mb i



HBT students
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A student from Congo:

“First of all, I would like to let you know that the time we spent in 
Israel has opened our entire world view about the Bible. We are 
not reading the Bible as we used to do. It has been put in context. 
The amount of information we received is the best foundation we 
could have received”.
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Hebrew University $3,500  - at $140 per credit

Room and fullboard $3,000  - subsidized cost for a 6-month 
program at $17 per day

Health insurance $270 - required if not secured from 
abroad

Transportation $230 - daily trips to the University and 
18 field trips throughout the Land

Total cost of 7,000 U.S. dollars



The Home for Bible Translators

and Scholars Inc. in Jerusalem

Associate Member of the 
Forum of Bible Agencies International 

(FOBAI)



Please visit our website at www.BibleTranslators.org

Or contact us at:

Email: BibleTranslators@JerusalemSchool.org

Phone/Fax: +972-2-533-3793

Address: P.O. Box 34124, Jerusalem, Israel



For instruction will go out of Zion and For instruction will go out of Zion and For instruction will go out of Zion and 
the word of the LORD from the word of the LORD from the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem.Jerusalem.Jerusalem.
Isa. 2:2Isa. 2:2Isa. 2:2


